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assimilation of what is being taught; the learning of words
and phrases or formulas which have no concrete meaning;
the absence of any link between what is taught and life.*x
The cause of. this formalism is not far to seek. ' Trained
teachers are in very short supply. About 40 per cent, of
the teachers of the senior classes of secondary schools, up
to 50 per cent, of the teachers in the seven-year schools,
and 15 per cent, in the primary schools still have not the
proper education,' 2 and according to the new Minister for
Education in the R.S.F.S.R., A. G. Kalashnikov, there is a
shortage of no less than 25,000 teachers in the present
session, 1946-47.3 This is certainly one cause: but-
another, equally serious and much more easily remedied,
is the syllabus. The biology syllabus reproduced in full in
Appendix B could be interpreted to cover more than first-
year university work in Botany and Zoology, beside a good
deal of human physiology and genetics. Such a syllabus
as this, taught together with no less than ten other subjects,
could not be covered except in a slovenly way. It seems as
though the Russian education authorities have provided
too much of an intellectual feast in their school curriculum;
and have accordingly produced in their schools symptoms
of mental indigestion.
Political Organisations in Schools
It is a familiar fact that admission to the Communist
• Party is a coveted privilege, not a right; and that initiation
to full membership must be preceded fyy a novitiate of one or
two years. The minimum age for admission for all but
soldiers is 20, but the ideals and principles of the Party
reach back almost to the cradle.- If you go iMo.a class-
room of twelve-year-olds you notice that almost all of them
1	Pravda, 17.8.45.
2	N. M. Parfenova, Head of Administration for Primary and
Secondary Schools, of People's Commissariat for Education  of
R.S.F.S.R., reported in Uchitelskaya Gazeta .No. 11, 7.3.45.
a Kom. Prav. 8.5.46.

